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FY10 Labor, Health, & Human Services, Education Appropriations Bill: 
Project Title: Eastside Eyecare Clinic  
FY 09Request: $874,000 in the FY10 Labor, Health, and Human Services, Education 
Appropriations Bill (Account: Health and Human Services Sub-Account: HRSA health facilities 
and services program)  
 
Background: FY10 funds are requested for equipment for the Eastside Eyecare Clinic 
supported by UIW’s School of Optometry.  UIW will provide San Antonio and other Texas 
communities with a greater number of trained professional optometrists to meet the 
population’s health care needs.  Specifically, UIW will open in Fall 2009 a new School of 
Optometry in Northwest San Antonio and in Spring 2010 a Community Eyecare Clinic on 
the East Side of San Antonio.  These facilities will both educate new optometrists and offer 
clinical optometry services, especially in the field of pediatric and geriatric optometric 
services.   
 
The Eastside Eyecare Clinic will be based in a new 30,000 square foot building on East 
Commerce Street, in the heart of the East Side of San Antonio, an area of the city that is 
traditionally underserved in health care.  The clinic will incorporate a special emphasis on 
pediatric optometry with 12 fully-equipped vision care examination suites devoted to 
pediatric needs and vision therapy services.  Approximately 15,000 eye exams will be 
offered to children as part of the Eastside Eyecare Clinic’s pediatric and therapy services.   
 
The long-range goal of the School of Optometry and Eastside Eyecare Clinic is to increase 
the number of trained, professional optometrists in Texas by 55 to 64 per year to meet the 
population’s health care needs, particularly the large and growing Hispanic population of the 
region.    
 
I appreciate your consideration of funding for this important project.  Again, thank you for your 
consideration.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (210) 829-3900, or Robert Sosa, 
Director of Foundation, Corporate, & Government Relations, at (210) 829-2752. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Louis J. Agnese, Jr., President 
University of the Incarnate Word 
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